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     Grace and peace be unto you  
from God our Father and our  Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 

“Give thanks in all circumstances for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 

5:18 

“Let your light shine” – Matthew 5:16 

A new year in Christ is upon us all! Thanks be to God! Yet, 

what does this new year in Christ Jesus mean for you?  

Typically, people make strong “New Years Resolutions” 

that end up failing time and time again. Some manage to 

pull through, but for the most part, it become s a top-heavy 

desire for someone that fades all too quickly in time and 

effort.  Yet, God has given us a never-ending, ALL New 

Years promise that will last forever and will not fail. It will 

not fail. It will not faulter. It will not get overburdening 

pressure resulting in giving up.  It endures. It endures all 

things. 
 

How can we take this to heart with our faith commitment 

and calling in Christ Jesus throughout the year? What 

goals, ideas, and “push” do you have to drive you forward 

in faith? 
 

My Dana College saxophone instructor always told me 
“Practice doesn’t make perfect. Perfect practice makes 
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 perfect.” It something I instill in my children and 

in many messages to others as well as apply to 

myself.  It goes like this:  

  Practice is a wonderful thing, but if you are 

not practicing well, you will end up making the 

same mistakes you make in practice – in perfor-

mance.  Say you are given a page of music to prac-

tice and there are sections which seem easy and 

you fly by and perhaps don’t “perfectly” play 

them…but you feel strong about them and contin-

ue on. Later, you practice again, and fly by the 

same section and perhaps fly by a difficult run, 

making the run “there but sloppy”. Well...it’ll hap-

pen again.   

         Perfect practice:  start by looking over the 

music like you should: tempo, time signature, 

rhythms, note values, accents, etc.  Begin playing 

a section (a run) of the music at a very slow tempo 

(much slower than the set tempo).  If you can ac-

complish this without any mistakes – Great! Do it 

again!  When you can accomplish that section 

flawlessly at that tempo 5 times in a row…then 

bump the tempo up ever so slightly, again 5 times 

in a row perfectly. Keep doing this until you are at 

or slightly above performance tempo. HOWEVER 

– if at any time and any tempo, you make a mis-

take…even a simple and small one: go back to the 

beginning and play it over. 

Now, this type of “perfect practice” can get tedi-

ous, and certainly can get frustrating as you go 

through.  Yet, eventually, you will see the benefits 

of your time, effort and focus you put in. 

Back to faith life – So, how do we apply this to our 

faith life? Well, just like how we would apply it to 

any instrument or any particular study focus.  

How would this understanding work for you in 

your daily life, in serving others, in being a serv-

ant leader and in sharing God’s word?   

Being your pastor – I wasn’t always a pastor.  I 

had a great cloud of witnesses that would always 

encourage me. Yet, it also took a personal under-

standing of faith calling and how I was called to 

utilize the gifts that God has given and that the 

Holy Spirit guides.  And while I would rely on 

that, I also needed to begin a kind of perfect  

practice of my own faith leadership. And boy…

I’m not anywhere near done yet. It takes constant  

practice because life constantly changes. I had to 

rely on centering myself on Christ, realizing that 

God is God and I am not, and continue to work 

on how to lead and share in faith. The first time 

that I prayed out loud with others was awkward. 

The first time I gave the message at the pulpit 

was awkward.  The first time I spoke up with my 

faith convictions in front of others was awkward.  

My heart was racing, my throat felt dry, I had 

body shakes, and was so very nervous.  Why? 

Well, faith is personal – but then I learn faith is 

also something to share.  Because I was nervous 

– but then I realized I was never alone and had 

someone with their hand on my shoulder letting 

me know “relax, breath, speak”.  

It took (takes) a lot of time, effort and continued 

practice to become more comfortable. It took 

(takes) a lot of time and effort to go back again 

and re-run lessons learn, re-read the Bible and 

commentaries, discuss with others. It continues 

to take prayer each day to get through faith life as 

life on a daily basis. I had to begin with different 

ways to remind me of things, such as…this past 

year of 2020, I took to giving a daily devotion 

online every single day (beginning in March).  It 

took time yet slowly became like a mantra in faith 

– to remind me of my call and vocation and re-

mind myself of God in my life and in the life of 

the community I am part of.  Did I miss any 

days…well, yeah…there were some times now and 

again that a day would slip by. Yet, to continue to 

be true and honest to myself – I would record and 

post it the next day so that it would not become a 

habit to forget. 

Our congregation (like most) go through the year 

studying lessons through the “Revised Common 

Lectionary”. That is a 3-year cycle of passages and 

lessons. Which means if you are 6 years old…you 

may have heard the same lesson twice (but with 

different lessons gained/learned from it).  Now, if 

you are someone who regularly attends Sunday 

services and you are the age you are…divide that 

by 3 and that is how many times you many have 

heard a particular lesson read in church on  

  



 

Sunday. Yet each time, it is new. Something new is gleaned from it. Our perspectives change due to 
life lessons, further study/education, new findings, developing understanding of culture/context/
content, and applying it to the many, various happenings in daily life.  
Take time in your life for some form of perfect practice in your faith – in daily life, your vocation,  

family life, or whatever it be.  What will part of your practice be this year?   
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ – I love you all. May God continue to bless you on your way as 

you are a blessing to others. May you be reminded to be a reflection of Christ.  

God’s peace, 

+ Pr. Soren 

I can do all things 

through Christ who 

Strengthens me. 

 

Philippians 4:13 

pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com 
In case of Pastoral Emergencies contact 
Pastor Soren Schmidt 
(906) 290-1405 

  

Meg Lawrence 1/01 

Grady Dillman 1/3 

Nicki Lassila 1/04 

Sue Vollmar 1/05 

George Uuro 1/06 

Irene Byykkonen 1/08 

Chelsea Bakkila 1/9 

Autumn Jacobson 1/10 

Jacob Belkola 1/15 

Cortney Lanala-Tervo 1/16 

Jonathan Julien 1/18 

Raymond Wirtanen 1/19 
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Samantha Elenich 1/20 

Paul Makela 1/20 

Emmanuel Trewartha 1/21 

Russel Trewartha 1/21 

Allie Virenius 1/25 

Branden Peterson 1/26 

Severi Haataja 1/27 

Brad Lystila 1/27 

Pastor Soren Schmidt 1/27 

Sandra Engel 1/31 

Teegan Tapani 1/31 
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 I wait for the LORD; my soul 
 waits  for him; In his word is my 
 hope. My soul waits for the 
 LORD, more than watchmen for 
 the morning, more than watch
 men for the  morning. 
 ~Psalm 130 

 
 

 Dear people of the Northern Great Lakes Synod,  
The very first summer I was in my first call, I led a 
group of teenage girls on a camping trip in the 
McCormick Wilderness. It was before the more  
recent trail improvements, so there were parts of 
the path that disappeared into swamp and we had 
to navigate the watery way by guessing which tufts 
of grass would keep us dry. Boots and socks were 
soaked before the trail reemerged from the reeds 
and rushes. Hopping from tuft to tuft, lifting packs 
over downed trees, crisscrossing over roots and 
around rocks - It was not an easy trail, but we did  
finally reach our lakeside destination some hours  
later having covered only a few miles. 
 

The following day, we got it in our heads to “walk 
around the lake.” However, there wasn’t even a  
remnant of a trail to mark our path forward.  
Keeping the lake to our left, we bushwhacked our 
way through dense forest hoping for something 
worth seeing of lake, sky, and woods. But our 
progress was even slower than the previous day as 
it took substantially more effort, and we finally 
made it back to camp full of scrapes and bruises. 
 

Before the pandemic, your pastoral leader walked 
with you along a well-traveled and wide path of 
congregational life blazed long ago by church  
tradition, expectations, and previous experience 
(the way things were always done). The way  
forward was not always easy, but at least there was 
a trail. Now we are, all of us, off the beaten path, 
whacking our way through a pandemic where 
every step takes effort. Forward motion requires a 
whole lot more - more energy, more thought, more 
decisions, more angst, more navigation - just a lot 
more. And unlike my ill-conceived hike around the 
lake, much of the effort is hidden. What you see on 
a Sunday morning, or as a weekly devotion on 
Facebook, represents hours of preparation and 
behind the scenes work. Your pastor, along with the 
Church, is blazing a new trail, although the  

 
 
word “blazing” makes it sound easy. Think instead of 
your pastor, obscured by the underbrush, holding a 
knobby stick, trying to whack a way forward through 
dense foliage on uneven ground with no compass. 
What had been for the Church a pleasant journey on 
a well beaten path now requires huge effort that 
takes much longer to go a much shorter distance.  
Unfamiliar terrain and difficulty getting one’s  
bearings results in sweaty frustration, with scrapes 
and bruises along the way. 

 

In this Advent season, as we wait for so much, please 
remember we are all feeling the weight of loss and 
the disorientation of an unfamiliar landscape,  
including your pastor. And your pastor is working 
harder than ever before even though that effort is 
relatively invisible, putting in more time for less  
return and a diminished sense of accomplishment 
with fewer voices offering encouragement and  
support. It is not an easy journey for anyone, but for 
leaders especially. Your council feels it. Your council 
president feels it. And so does your pastor. 
 

As Covid cases increase and we wait for a vaccine - as 
Christmas draws closer and we brace ourselves for all 
that will be different – as emotions rise and we try to 
make sense of all that we feel - I encourage you to 
patiently and prayerfully embrace this time of Advent 
waiting. We wait, with anticipation, the completion of 
what is becoming. 
 

Consider that the Church and our efforts in ministry 
are now “off road.” We choose more carefully where 
to put our energy since everything takes more work 
and more time. Online productions of worship and 
devotions, technology troubleshooting and zoom 
meetings, efforts to minister and stay connected con-
sume more of your pastor’s attention and energy 
than you might imagine. We are blessed to wait and 
watch together, finding a space of quiet for ourselves 
and offering respite to those who feel exhausted by 
the effort it takes to forge a path forward. 
 

We wait for the LORD more than watchmen for the 
morning…but in the meantime, we place our hope in 
the one who is already with us. Christ has come, is 
coming, will be here soon. We can wait. 
 
Yours in Christ, Bishop Katherine Finegan 



 



 



 



 

go to: fortunelake.org  for more information 

http://fortunelake.org/summer-2020-programs-cancelled/


 

LIGHTING THE WAY 

A celebration of Christ’s light through 90 years of ministry together! 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

Worship with the Fortune Lake Association churches 
In appreciation of our association congregations through this pandemic, we invite you to this  

worship experience with our FLLC community! The service will be posted on our  
YouTube channel on Saturday, January 9. 

Pastors and Worship Leaders: Take a week off from worship planning. You may use this service in 

place of or intandem with your regular online worship experience. 

Be a part of the service! 

Are you a child, family, or adult who would like to be featured in a This Little Light of Mine video? 
Contact Amanda at campdirector@fortunelake.org for details! 

Virtual Epiphany Worship Service 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5mPMk-u17chosDFxOjPGXA
http://fortunelake.org/virtual-epiphany-worship-service/


 

• PARKING LOT (to tune to 89.1fm) 
 

• *INDOORS RSVP is required. (*when available; 

check out the eBlast’s for any updates regard-

ing indoor worship ). 
 

• Online via Facebook live 

The 2021 calendars 
are in! 
 

They’re located in 
the entryway (on 
the office side of the 
building), inside the 
white cabinet  
located on the floor.  
 

 Stop by at any time to pick a couple up for you  
 and/or loved ones.  

Facebook Live and 89.1FM are always available worship service options.  

For those who cannot get 89.1FM at home, you may come to the church 
parking lot to tune in. There will be no "parking lot service" though, (i.e. 

no bulletins, communion etc. ).  

You can find the bulletin on line at: holytrinitylutheranchurch.org. 

For those who do not have a  
Facebook account. You do not need one 

to view the online services.  Just go to 
holytrinitylutheranchurch.org  

and click the  “Find us on Facebook” link.  
If you get this pop-up 

just click on the “Not Now”option 

The Christ in Our 

Home devotionals 

are finally in! :)  

They are located 

in the entryway of 

the office side of 

the church.  

https://www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org/
https://www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/htlc.chassell/


 

Children's bulletins will also be available 

online, starting this Sunday!  

And, we’re excited to announce Children's  

Worship Online Games!!!  The Children's Worship 

Bulletins Games feature provides online games based 

on the Scripture verses on the bulletin.   

There is no advertising or tracking on this site. It is 

totally 100% safe for kids.    



 

 

We have changed our method of Let’s Eat 

Community Meals... 
 

To ensure community well being, we are 

not gathering for sit-down meals.  

In order to provide for all who show up, we need to limit  

meals to 1 per person in vehicle, plus 1 max.  

Thank you! 

We are providing a take-home meal for you,  

drive up style!  

The Lions Club "Recycle For Sight" box 
is now located in the entryway on the of-
fice side of the church.  If you have any 
eyeglasses that you no longer need, 
please drop them off here.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Econo Cares Program helps our youth get to Fortune Lake 

and Youth Missions trips. We receive 1% of receipt totals.  

 
Our current receipt totals come to: $73,500. Keep those receipts coming! 
You can mail in your Econo receipts or drop them off in the church of-
fice-side entryway.  Thank you! 

Winter Shoveling Volunteers Needed 
 

Contact the office  
regarding your availability. 

 

We thank you in advance for         

managing the snow during the week 

you volunteer. 
 

Please do the front steps, as well as 

the front and side  entrances. 

 

Completing the task by 9:30am on 

Sunday mornings will enhance safety for all! There 

will be shovels, salt or sand at each entrance.  Thank 

you. :)  

Contact the office regarding your availability. 



 

Manderfield, Jimmy (Jr.) 

Mattson, Ruth 

Medhurst, Violet 

Metzner, Nancy (Jalkanen) 

Naumes, Florence 

Nordstrom, Trent 

Parolini, Lawrence 

Pinar, John & Lois 

Rasner, Pr. DJ 

Rossberg, Jack & Bertha 

Sauvola, Jason 

Schmidt, Leigh 

Seppala, Hal 

Sohlden, Martha 

Spiroff, “Bud” (the family and 

friends of) 

Truitt, Chris 

Tuohimaa, David (the family and 

friends of) 

Valet, Maria 

Walikainen, Dennis 

Wisti, Mark & Amy  

 

Continued prayer for all .... 
 

Military, Police officers & First 

Responders, Medical staff, and  

Government leaders 

Patrice Juopperi 
PO Box 194 
South Range, MI  49963 
 
Geri Kaiponen 
A Place Like Home 
11274 Hill Rd 
Goodrich MI 48438 
 
Patti Kananen 
Mission Point 
1400 Poplar St 
Hancock, MI 49930 

Florence Naumes 
C/o Kathy Vertanen 
4254 Stream Bank Lane 
Hilliard, OH 43026 
 
Jack & Bertha Rossberg 
c/o Kathy Whitegon 
763 Packer Dr 
Hudson,  WI  54016 

Betty Komula 
Norlite Nursing Cntr 
701 Homestead St.  
Rm 301B 
Marquette,MI 49855 
 
Elsie Lauluma 
39853 N Lauluma Road 
Chassell, MI  49916 

 
Fred Lassila  
Canal View 
1100 Quincy St 
Hancock, MI 49930 

 
Lorraine Lassila 
1000 Bluff View Dr  apt. 215 
Houghton  MI  49931 

Ansell, Pr. John 

Archambeau, Elaine 

Archambeau, Nancy 

Bakkila, Skip 

Beck, Liisa 

Bennett, Evelyn 

Berg, Lois 

Bodine, Mary 

Brinson, Dan & Judy 

Brown, Joe, Michelle, & Ben 

Cole, Sunny 

Dorvinen, Stephy 

Drayton, Charlene (the family and 

friends of) 

Erickson, Dolly 

Freeman, Bob & Rose 

Haataja, Severi & June (Michaelson) 

Imm, Nancy 

Jurgensen, Garth (the family and 

friends off) 

Kinnunen, Denise (the family and 

friends of) 

Langseth, Julie 

Lassila, Ken & Nancy 

Lassila, Fred & Lorraine 

Jacobson, Neeta 

Lescelius, Lois 

Luoto, Leona (the family and friends 

of) 

McGrath, Marty 

Mackrain, John 

Makela, Paul & Diane 

 

If you would like someone added to the prayer list, or 
know of someone who should be taken off, please contact 

the office. 
ALSO, 

If you know of someone who is sick, hospitalized, 
homebound, or  

imprisoned contact the office or Pastor Soren.  

Big “thank you” from 

Ann Emmerling for all 

of your prayers for her 

and for Mark Kangas.  

Ann’s pacemaker is 

working well and she is 

feeling much better. 

and Mark’s cancer is in 

remission. Again, Thank 

you for your love and 

support through prayer! 



 

COMMITTEES AND 
WORKGROUPS (*Chair) 

Please contact the office if the below information 
needs to be updated. Thank you.  

 
Building and Property 
Paulette Archambeau, Cookie Bakkila, Erica 
Bates, (*Rhys Edwards), Dan Finni, Severi Haa-
taja, Larry Hermanson, David Kantola, Dennis 
Karvakko, Dep Pederson, Tracy Schmaltz, Mike 
Soumis, Sue Vollmar, John Wuori, & Pastor Soren 
 
Endowment Committee 
Paulette Archambeau, Kathy Finni, Nancy 
Paananen, (*Carole Simila), & Pastor Soren 
 
Fellowship & Hospitality Work Group 
Deana Wuori, Sandi Engel, & Pastor Soren 
 
Finance Committee: 
June Michaelson Haataja, Wendy Hackman, Larry 
Hermanson, Mary Pekkala, (*Mollie Trewartha), 
Jim Vollmar, Lynn Walker & Pastor Soren 
 
Keeping the Connections Workgroup: 
Walleen Falstad, (*Wendy Hackman), Larry  
Hermanson, Rhys Edwards Annette Lawrence, & 
 Pastor Soren 
 
Memorial Committee: 
Cookie Bakkila, June Michaelson Haataja, Linda 
Kantola, (*Nicki Lassila), Nancy Paananen,  
Roberta Tapani, Sue Vollmar, & Pastor Soren 
 
Parish Education Committee: 
(*Erica Bates), Lily Behm, Dawn Edwards, Mon-
ica Markham, Kristina Mechlin, Michele Serafin, 
Mollie Trewartha, Amber Tuttle, & Pastor Soren 
 
Service and Witness Committee- Looking for a 
new chair: 
Reba Andrews, Paulette Archambeau, Erica 
Bates, Amanda Caldwell, Linda Kantola, Lorraine 
Lassila, (*Roberta Noetzel), Deb Pederson, Jean 
Pekkala, Carole Simila, Sue Truelove, Marvyl 
Wilson, & Pastor Soren 
 
Stewardship Committee: 
Mary Pekkala, Roberta Noetzel, Roberta Tapani, 
(*Marvyl Wilson), & Pastor Soren 
 
Worship and Music Committee: 
June Michaelson Haataja, Mary Jurgensen, Jack 
& Bertha Rossberg, (*Kristiina Vanhala), Deb 
Young, & Pastor Soren 
 
World Hunger Work Group 
(*Ken) & Carole Simila, & Pastor Soren 



 

 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Mon. & Thur.   

12pm-5pm 
 

Tues. & Wed.  
9am-1:00pm 

 

Friday: Closed 
 

 
Church/Office Assistant: 

Julie Judson 
 
 

 
 

(906) 523-4315 
office.htlc@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(906) 523-4315 
office.htlc@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 
M, W, & TH: 9am-2pm 

Tuesday:  Text study, and 
home visitation calls 

 
Pastor Soren Schmidt 

 (906) 523-4315 
pastor-

soren.htlc@gmail.com 
 

In case of Pastoral  
Emergencies, 

 contact 
Pastor Soren Schmidt 

(906) 290-1405 

The church offices 
will be closed to 
the public until  
further notice.  

If you need help, 
or need to be 

seen, please do 
not hesitate to 

reach out. [Call or 
send an email] 

 

Voicemail & email 
are checked  
frequently.  

• Create an account online and begin donating with your 

Checkin/Savings account or Debit/Credit Card.  

a. Click on Sign In/Sign Up  

b. Click on Create your GivePlus Account  

c. Fill in your info, that’s it!  

• Download the application , complete the form, and mail 

it to Holy Trinity at 42905 Willson Memorial Drive Chassell, 

MI 49916.  

• Or, you can call Julie at the church office and provide her 

with your banking details over the phone.  
 

QUESTIONS  
Contact the church for any questions you may have  

(906) 523-4315  or  office.htlc@gmail.com  

Here are the  
methods you can 
use to sign up... 

 

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE:  

 

If you are in the position to  
contribute during this crisis and 
you don’t feel comfortable  
signing up for eGiving, you are 
welcome to mail your offerings 
to the church. 
(42905 Willson Memorial Drive 
Chassell).  

42905 Willson 
Memorial Dr 
Chassell, MI  
49916 

mailto:office.htlc@gmail.com
mailto:office.htlc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com
https://www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org/vanco.html
https://www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org/uploads/7/6/0/7/76070649/vanco_giving_form.pdf


 

 

The mission of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church:  Growing in Christ, 

Worshiping God, and Serving Others. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

42905 Willson Memorial Dr 

Chassell MI  49916 

Phone: 906-523-4315  

    Email: office.htlc@gmail.com  

www.HolyTrinityLutheranChurch.org  

mailto:office.htlc@gmail.com

