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community and the world.

FROM THE
PASTOR

We, unworthy and yet forgiven people. We, who
tend at times toward needing a break...just kicking
back on the couch and relaxing. Yet, we must be
reminded that while there is time to couch…there is
also time to get off the couch as well. “To everything
there is a season (Ecc 3:1)”, right? 😉 And all too
soon after 1999 did my Cleveland Browns find that
out as well. (But that’s…another story. A long, sad
Browns fan story.) Before I digress too much, let’s
hear God out again about how we are given faith
and when the time is to get off the couch. Right
from the Savior’s mouth:
Jesus said:
“Stand up. Take your couch and go…” + Matt 9:6
“Stand up, take your couch and go…” + Mark 2:11
“I say to you – stand up and take your couch and
go…” + Luke 5:24
“Stand up, take your couch and walk.” + John 5:8

Grace an peace be unto you
from God, our Father and our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

As we know, there is a tendency on occasion to
desire to sit back and simply “let others do it”.
There are also thoughts along the same lines
like:
“I’ve done it enough, someone else can handle
it.”; “Why don’t you contact so-and-so”; Why
don’t you contact and encourage the others…I
can even let you know when they are home.”;
“The youth/younger generation need to step up
or else there isn’t going to be a church
anymore.”
These are some true-to-life words and phrases
we all hear all too often. When we (you and I)
state a phrase like that and project the faithful
action onto the other: “YOU know what YOU
should do…” But, where does that end? Where
does the buck stop? Does it stop with the
Pastor, or the church building’s office staff, or

the Council, or a Committee, or? If the buck
keeps getting passed…then everyone just
ends up broke(n). Leaders in the Church are
merely aiding the rest of the Church in our
leadership together in faith. As Christians,
we are all called to be a leader off the couch
in various ways.
To put it to a more modern pop culture verse
(from “High School Musical: The Musical”
even…)
“Everyone is special in their own way.
We make each other strong. Together's
where we belong.
We’re all in this together. Once we
know that we are, we’re all stars and we see
that
We’re all in this together, and it shows
when we stand hand in hand…”
I can’t believe I just quoted that musical.
Sheesh. Yet, it’s poignant. Hand in hand
with one another. Hand in hand with our Lord
and Savior. Hand in hand with the Holy Spirit
guiding. Hand in hand with our Creator. I
could1 direct you to a longer reading,
that of
1
Hebrews 11:1-40. Read that one. Talk about
faith and being called to action… Every
single one of those individuals and groups
that felt, and were gifted their understanding
of faith, rose to the occasion and stepped
forth. At one point, perhaps on the couch…
yet now called to action. That call leads us
directly to Hebrews 12:1 where we are called
to “run the race”.
Our couch is a comfortable place. I know
that once I sit or lay back on it that each
time I go to get up, part of me is really
desiring to not do so. To lay back down and
say “Meh. I can do that later.” And there IS a
time to rest – don’t get me wrong there. Rest
and well-being are important. Yet, we also
need to hear and be reminded of our call to
action in faith. After all, what is faith if it is
not shared with others? Just as in Hebrews
11:1-40. Faith was given and action was
then taken, not paused on. Again and again:
with Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, people of

Israel, the army around Jericho, Rahab,
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel, the prophets… FAITH
calls Christians to action. Faith is a
catalyst for faithful action/reaction.
Especially in these past few years, it has
become difficult at times to get that faithfilled action going and get up off the
couch. Church services are offered not
only in person but online and on the
radio. Meetings are offered via Zoom and
other kinds of teleconferences. I.T. and
electronics in modern-day give us such
wonderful “conveniences” and simple
ways of connection. Yet, we cannot allow
that to remove or interfere with our call
to action and to community, and to
service to others – visual and actual
manifestations of faith received and
responded to.
Yes, many need those online
connections (Homebound, those in care
facilities, the immuno-compromised,
etc.). Yet, when possible…we are called
to BE…to be present with others. Online
worship works to a point. We can’t
properly commune together online. We
can’t be present
sitting/standing/singing/reciting with one
another in the same space – glancing
around us as we are gathered together
(a tighter, stronger, more intimate feeling
of God’s presence with us all as one). So
when possible, God says “gather”.
Yes, there are things that separate us
such as wanting to keep ourselves and
our neighbors safe, and healthy, and well
during and through the other side of a
pandemic. So we are called to do what
we can, and we are called to creative
ways to reach out…perhaps still at a
distance, yet off the couch.
“Getting off the couch” is similar in
phrase and understanding to “Nothing
good happens after midnight”. It can
catch us off our feet because we have a
nature that is desirous of comfort and

selfishness (thanks be to God for God’s promise to forgive that). We must hear faith’s purpose for us
each, and be watchful and not fall into those desires and concerns such as in 2 Timothy 3:1-9. In Christ,
we are called to beware of our own desires of comfort and to quash that which is not healthy and well…to
lift positively up our Savior’s voice: hear and heed God’s call to run the race and to put faith into action.
After all, there isn’t such a thing as a Couch Christian, anyway.
So, take time needed for safety and wellness. Keep that positive action within community spaces as well.
Yet, also take up your couch and go to others as the time is needed. Lift up future leaders by making the
calls and invites, not leaving it to others. Check in with one another. After all, multiple points of contact and
invite have that much more of an impact over just one, right? As we are called: Be Church. Be Church
together. The time and place is now.

Be blessed. Be a blessing.
+ Pr. Soren

(906) 523-4315 ext. 4
pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com
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Conference Confirmation
Curling Event
at the Copper Country Curling Club

smiles were everywhere,
fun was had by all!

Thank you to all who made this
event possible!

Due to a couple
snow storms, an
impromptu roof
shoveling occurred
on February
24th & 25th
(The March 5th roof
shoveling event is
now canceled)

a big THANK YOU to
all who volunteered
there time and
effort! It could not
have been done as
quickly and
efficiently if it
wasn't for you!!

Let's Eat! Community [take home] meal
for March

Sponsored and organized by
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chassell.
March 20th

~ SAYKLLY’S CANDIES SALE!!!! ~

Parish Ed is heading up our annual Sayklly’s candy sale!
Orders can be placed March 1st up to March 13th by contacting participating youth or the church office.
Money is due at time of ordering.
Our youth will earn 50% of the proceeds to go to HTLC Youth Programming. Items will arrive in time for
Easter.
Available for purchase…
7oz. Chocolate Fudge egg: $5.50,
7oz. Chocolate Walnut Fudge Egg: $5.50, &
7oz. Peanut Butter Fudge Egg: $5.50.
3pack Chocolate Bunny Lollipops: $3.50,
4pack Chocolate Fudge Eggs: $4.50,
4pack Peanut Butter Fudge Eggs: $4.50,
Pecan & Cashew Snappies: $16.00,
Chocolate Bunny Head: $3.00,
Chocolate Sitting Bunny:$2.50,
Chocolate Lamb: $4.50,
Chocolate Cross: $5.50,
4pack White Chocolate Coconut Nests: $4.50,
3 pack White Chocolate Lamb Lollipops: $3.50,
3 pack Small Cross’: $5.00.
Thank you so much for participating in our Sayklly's sale Fundraiser!

From February:
Discussions took place
regarding internet issues at
the church; Baraga Telephone
was called out and rectified
the problem. A new access
point was needed in the
parsonage.
Discussions took place
regarding the up coming Let's
Eat event that will be hosted
by HTLC on March 20th.
Discussions took place
regarding roof shoveling.
Agreed upon date was March
5th.
Update was given by Pr.
Soren regarding the
Audio/Visual work that is still
in progress.
Update was given by Pr.
Soren regarding upcoming
confirmation class events.
Discussions regarding the
new Coucil, and Elections
took place for the new
Executive Committee.
Audit Committee nominee
recommendations took place.
Discussions took place
regarding clarification/possible
verbiage changes to the
Constitution/Bylaws.

Discussions took place
regarding our database in
the Icon/CMO system.
Discussions took place
regarding a
Membership/Outreach
Committee.
Update was given by
Treasuer Mary P. regarding
Finance.
Verbal Building & Property
and Service & Witness
reports were given.
Pr. Soren went through his
Pastor's report

Annual Meeting minutes
can be found at:
https://drive.google.com/driv
e/folders/1Gjsf5eRRqleXveSo
SRZmx-EQ-uxvxFLb
or contact the office.

Next Council Meeting: March 15, 2022 @ 7pm

Sundays at 10am

Indoors
Local radio broadcast; tune into 89.1fm
Online via Facebook live

For those who do not have a Facebook
account. You do not need one to view
the online services. Just go to
holytrinitylutheranchurch.org
an click the "Find us on Facebook" link.
If you get a "log in" pop up,
just click on "Not Now."

Church Office Hours:
Mondays & Thursdays
12pm-5pm

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
9am-1pm
Church/office Assistant

Julie Judson
(906) 523-4315

The Sunday bulletin can be
found at:
holytrinitylutheranchurch.org

At Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, we love and promote the health and safety
of our community. We treasure and advocate for in person attendance at our
services and functions. However, with a recent surge in Covid numbers in our
community, we remind each other that if you are feeling unwell that you join
our online worship or tune into the radio broadcast found on 89.1 rather than
worship in person.
Reminder: Practice the safety recommendations of the CDC and health
department.
If you have any of these symptoms stay home: Fever, chills, sore throat,
coughing, trouble breathing, muscle aches, cold/sinus issues, headache, a
new loss of smell or taste.
As always, be a good neighbor, love and respect one another.
God’s Peace, The Church Council

office.htlc@gmail.com

Finance Secretary

Lisa Gregg
(906) 523-4315

finance.htlc@gmail.com

Pastor Soren Schmidt
(906) 523-4315 ext. 4
Cell: (906) 290-1405

pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com

Pastor's Office Hours:

M,W,&TH: 9am-2pm

masks
respectfully
recommended

Tis' the Season...
WINTER SHOVELING VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED

We thank you in advance for managing the snow during
the week you volunteer! Please remember to do the front
steps, as well as the front and side entrances. Tasks to be
completed by 9:30am on Sunday mornings, please. This
will enhance safety for all.
There will be shovels, salt or sand at each entrance.
A sign-up sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank You!.

The season of Lent is upon us
It is a time of reflection on the passion of Jesus' 40 days in which we reflect on the
hugeness of what our Salvation is and the plan that God had for each of us
through Him, Jesus Christ. It's also very baptismal in nature. A prayerful time in
which we prepare ourselves to celebrate the grace of our forgiveness, our
gift of salvation and the hope in the Resurrection.
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Soup & Bread Supper, 5:45pm
Holden Evening Service, 6:30pm.
March 2nd, March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd,
March 30th, and April 6th.

Week

s
a
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nPalm Sunday Service: April 10th at 10 am
o
siMaundy Thursday Service: April 14th at 6:30 pm
Good Friday Service: April 15th at 6:30 pm
Vigil of Easter: April 16th at 6:30pm
Easter Sunday Service: April 17th at 10 am

Socks and Underwear Challenge

Yes! Holy Trinity
will joining this
challenge!
During 40 days of
Lent, we will be
collecting 40 new
pairs of socks and
40 new pairs of
underwear. Sizes
ranging from child
to adult.

The NGLS Youth Ministry Team is looking to challenge a
minimum of 40 congregations to collect at least 40 pairs of
socks and underwear this Lenten season.

WHY SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR!?
This challenge is inspired by The Drawer, a nonprofit located
in Minneapolis, MN, that collects new socks and underwear to
distribute to people in need. Socks are the #1 requested
clothing item in homeless shelters. The #2 requested item is
underwear. 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering attendees were
encouraged to collect new socks and underwear for The
Drawer and bring them to this summer's Gathering. With the
recent cancellation of the 2022 Gathering, we recognize that
there is still a need and want to help.

The collection bin will be in the Fellowship Hall
Items collected will go to local Copper Country shelters/non profit organizations
who help those in need.

Thomas Cowell 3/2
Rhys Edwards 3/3
Ruth Groth 3/4
Delaney McIntyre 3/8
Walter Kalliainen 3/9
Kathleen Finni 3/10
Olive Schmidt 3/10
Emily Schmaltz 3/11
Cindy Cowell 3/12
Darlene Hietala 3/13
Marli Hietala 3/13
Neeta Jacobson 3/14
Doris Veldhuis 3/14
Fritz Wilson 3/19

Addisynn Markham 3/21
Tyson Markham 3/21
Julie Hamar 3/22
Elsie Lauluma 3/22
Isabella Edwards 3/23
Judy Harkonen 3/26
Eric Kokkonen 3/26
Walleen Falstad 3/27
Jude Schmidt 3/28
Weston Lawrence 3/30
Brady McIntyre 3/30
Angelea Young 3/30
Jeff Markham 3/31
James Rivard 3/31

Allen, Diane
Archambeau, Elaine
Beck, Liisa
Bennett, Evelyn
Berg, Lois
Binroth, Jodie
Brinson, Dan & Judy
Cote, Gary
Cote, Paul
Cole, Sunny
Dehlin, Deb
Dorvinen, Stephy
Durocher, Danica
Erickson, Dolly
Freeman, Bob & Rose
Giotto, Marcia
Haataja, Ruth
Hanley, Amanda
Imm, Nancy
Jacobson, Neeta
Kelner, Annika
Kirsch, Corey
Kohtala, Robert
Lassila, Lorraine
Lassila, Patty
Lescelius, Lois
Lyttinen, Angie
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Mackrain, John
Makela, Paul & Diane
Manderfield, Jimmy (Jr.)
Machak, Rudy
Metzner, Nancy (Jalkanen)
Noetzel Roberta (the family
and friends of)
Nordstrom, Mary Lee
Nordstrom, Trent
Pleshe, Rose Marie
Renken, Deb
Rossberg, Bertha
Schindler (Gibson), Lauren
Sarau Sr., Rich
Saunders, David

Sauvola, Jason
Schmidt, Leigh
Seppala, Hal
Valet, Maria
Vanhala, John (the family & friends of)
Vorhes, Pr. Peter
Walikainen, Dennis
Walitalo, Bruce
Wickstrom, Anjelica
Wilson, Shelly
Wisti, Mark & Amy

If you would like someone added to
the prayer list, or know of someone
who should be taken off, please
contact the office.

Geri Kaiponen
A Place Like Home
11274 Hill Rd
Goodrich MI 48438

Rose Freeman
Canal View
1100 W. Quincy St
Hancock, MI 49930

Patrice Juopperi
PO Box 194
South Range, MI 49963

Continued prayer for...
Military, Police officers &
First Responders, Medical
staff, and our
Government leaders

Patti Kananen
Mission Point
1400 Poplar St
Hancock, MI 49930
Elsie Lauluma
39853 N Lauluma Road
Chassell, MI 49916

Lorraine Lassila
1000 Bluff View Dr apt. 215
Houghton MI 49931

Bertha Rossberg
New Richmond Memory Care
1310 Circle Pine Dr. Apt. 6
New Richmond, WI 54017

Come to me,

all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light
Matthew 11:28-30

Blue Can Donations for the months of
March & April will go toward
Total do date: $66.06

for the Month of March

First Sunday in Lent
March 6, 2022
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is
our opportune time to return to the God who
rescues, to receive the gifts of God's grace, to
believe with the heart and confess with the mouth
the wonder of God's love in Jesus, and to resist
temptation at every turn. This is no small
pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a
struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares.
The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water
and word, will uphold and sustain us.

Second Sunday in Lent
March 13, 2022
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist
God's desire to protect and save us, our God
persists. In holy baptism, God's people have been
called and gathered into a God-initiated
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the
church with a time and a tradition in which to
seek God's face again. Lent provides another
occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the
face of the Blessed One who "comes in the name
of the Lord."

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Holy One, we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your
prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, you led your people through the
wilderness and brought them to the promised land.
Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may
walk safely through the wilderness of this world
toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

READINGS
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm Reading: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-131
Gospel Reading: GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross
you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather
all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with
your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we
share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

READINGS
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm Reading: Psalm 27
Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel Reading: Luke 13:31-35

BLESSING
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, + bless you this day and always.
Amen.

Third Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2022

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third
Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The
warnings are accompanied by God's invitation to
attentiveness: "Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live." The landowner's
ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener's
readiness to till the ground one more year. That is
good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

The psalm sets the tone this day: "Happy are they
whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin
is put away!" Happy are those who have "become
the righteousness of God" in the merits of Christ
Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness
of God has "rolled away . . . the disgrace" of
former times. Happy is the father at the return of
his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are
forgiven for Jesus' sake. Rejoice!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Holy One, we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your
prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our
troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word
and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in
our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward,
and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our
baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,
and feed us at the table of your love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm Reading: Psalm 63:1-8
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9

READINGS
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm Reading: Psalm 32
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

BLESSING
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, + bless you this day and always.
Amen.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
42905 Willson Memorial Dr
Chassell MI 49916
Phone: (906)523-4315
Email: office.htlc@gmail.com
Website: www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org

