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Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church
A church that actively shares a
living, daring confidence in
God's grace with our
community and the world.

Grace an peace be unto you from God, our Father and
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

FROM
THE
PASTOR

“…But his servants approached and said to him, “Father,
if the prophet had commanded you to do something
difficult, would you have done it? How much more, when
all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
+2 Kings 5:13

January annual meeting is done. We’ve got a New Church council, new leaders, a new season to
continue marching forth in our vocational call to welcome and witness to others in our community, and to
strengthen one another.
Our first devotional reading of February comes from 2 Kings, Chapter 5. In this reading, it tells the story
of Naaman, an every day kind of guy who was also a leper, sought out Elisha (the strong faith leader) to
ask to be cured and cleansed. Elisha tells Naaman what the simple task is to be cured, yet Naaman
instead becomes upset at the directions and refuses. Yet, Naaman’s servants spoke up and Naaman
final heard the wisdom within. “It takes a village” sometimes.
You see…for Naaman to “get it”, it took the conversation of others speaking up. Naaman was expecting
it all to go down the way that Naaman wanted it to happen. But the instant that it became different than
what was expected, Naaman was upset and willing to leave and forever remain a leper because of his
own anger that things didn’t go as planned. Yet, his servants became servant leaders and spoke up
(because clearly they loved Naaman). Their words took Naaman’s hardened heart and allowed the
Spirit to move and remind Naaman that God works in God’s ways and many times those ways are
different than what our expectations are.

So, amidst our congregational community, we, like Naaman, have elected to hear our
servant leaders (Council Members) as our voice, vote, and understanding of the care,
upkeep, and developments within our congregation. It is through these servant leaders,
and our office staff (Pastor Soren, Julie, Lisa) that we, like Naaman can rest and resolve
that our collective “village” can take care of one another by such simple means as
conversing to one another and reminding each other of God in our lives – of the Spirit
moving in, with, and through us all.
So if you find yourself in a huff, be reminded of Naaman who was given the wisdom
enough to pause and hear the greater picture. Pause, reflect, listen, pray…and be
cleansed. In Christ’s name, Amen.
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Pastor Soren
can be contacted at
(906) 290-1405 or
pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com

1Disappointment & Opportunity
Announcing a Hybrid
Synod Assembly for 2022!

The Synod Council has voted in support of a hybrid Synod Assembly for 2022. Much as we
would all like to gather together at Finlandia, which has been the plan since 2019, the
uncertainties of the future spurred the council to consider other options. While disappointed in yet
another change, this move presents the synod with new opportunities. The vision of a hybrid
assembly includes the following:
• Each conference designates a host church that has a large space and screen/technology/
wifi capacity.
• Voting members from that conference meet in person at that church on Saturday May 14.
• Coffee, snacks and lunch will be served.
• Each conference’s host church will be connected to a Synod “base of operations” and to each other
through Zoom.
• Each voting member needs to have a smart phone, tablet, or laptop in order to vote
electronically.
• The Synod Assembly planning team, along with Synod staff and conference leaders, will
strategize all the necessary details of food, technology, host church duties, voting, worship, voting
member engagement, and more.
• Like last year, workshops will be online the week prior to assembly and open to all.
By meeting in host churches, we can still be in person, but not in such a large group. We save on
travel and hotel costs and still get our work done. And should circumstances require it, we can more
easily pivot to an online only assembly. Watch for more information as it becomes available.

January Meeting Minutes
Discussions took place regarding the Annual Meeting; meeting options will be in person (held in
the Sanctuary), and via zoom for those not able to attend. Also discussed: only having 2 people
on the ballot, but needing more.
Let's Eat will by hosted by HTLC Sunday, March 20th. Planning for this will be done in February.
The Synod Assembly will be May 13-14th. Each conference will meet separately.
Roof shoveling date will be set when the need to shovel is more imminent. We will need to recruit
volunteers.
Mary P. gave a overview of the 2022 budget and a review of the 2021 budget vs actual. By
lowering expenses and with strong support from members, we ended the year with a net income.
The Finance Committee is requesting that money from a few of the Fellowship Hour's go towards
camperships or the National Youth Gathering. Families with youth would be expected to host
these coffee hours.
Pastor Soren reviewed his written report and also shared he will be gone January 23rd. He also
mentioned fun confirmation activities will be starting soon.
Next Council Meeting: February 15, 2022

A big THANK YOU to all who stayed for the Annual Meeting,
and to our new Council & Committee members!
New Council Members
Paulette Archambeau
Jim Lassila
One Vacancy Still Needs To Be Filled

New Endowment Committee Members
Stacey Lassila
Nicki Lassila
Brent Peterson

New Nominating Committee Members
Sandi Engel
Kristina Peterson
Roberta Tapani
Mollie Trewartha

Sundays at 10am

Indoors
Parking lot (to tune into 89.1fm)
Online via Facebook live

For those who do not have a Facebook
account. You do not need one to view
the online services. Just go to
holytrinitylutheranchurch.org
an click the "Find us on Facebook" link.
If you get a "log in" pop up,
just click on "Not Now."

Church Office Hours:
Mondays & Thursdays
12pm-5pm

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
9am-1pm
Church/office Assistant

Julie Judson
(906) 523-4315

The Sunday bulletin can be
found at:
holytrinitylutheranchurch.org

At Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, we love and promote the health and safety
of our community. We treasure and advocate for in person attendance at our
services and functions. However, with a recent surge in Covid numbers in our
community, we remind each other that if you are feeling unwell that you join
our online worship or tune into the radio broadcast found on 89.1 rather than
worship in person.
Reminder: Practice the safety recommendations of the CDC and health
department.
If you have any of these symptoms stay home: Fever, chills, sore throat,
coughing, trouble breathing, muscle aches, cold/sinus issues, headache, a
new loss of smell or taste.
As always, be a good neighbor, love and respect one another.
God’s Peace, The Church Council

office.htlc@gmail.com

Finance Secretary

Lisa Gregg
(906) 523-4315

finance.htlc@gmail.com

Pastor Soren Schmidt
(906) 523-4315 ext. 4
Cell: (906) 290-1405

pastorsoren.htlc@gmail.com

Pastor's Office Hours:

M,W,&TH: 9am-2pm

masks
respectfully
recommended

Tis' the Season...
WINTER SHOVELING VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED

We thank you in advance for managing the snow during
the week you volunteer! Please remember to do the front
steps, as well as the front and side entrances. Tasks to be
completed by 9:30am on Sunday mornings, please. This
will enhance safety for all.
There will be shovels, salt or sand at each entrance.
A sign-up sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank You!.

Let's Eat! Community meals for February
February 13th: Community Meal sponsored by and organized by Holy Cross Lutheran Church at St Ann's
in Baraga, 4 to 5 pm. (Drive-up, grab-and-go). Here is the menu: Spaghetti, Green beans, garlic bread,
applesauce, and an orange.
February 20th: Community Meal sponsored by Edward Jones (Steve and Jane Zutter) and organized and
hosted by Phi Kappa Tau fraternity and held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 4 to 5 pm. (Drive-up, grab-andgo For Let's Eat Community Meals, The menu includes Sloppy Joes with all the trimmings.

Wyatt Bates 2/2
Mary Lou Morris 2/4
Bertha Rossberg 2/4
Jeremy Lassila 2/7
Katie Sarau 2/8
Mary Jurgensen 2/9
McKenna Lane 2/9
Lynn Hietala 2/10
Alia Palosaari 2/11
Carolyn Tormala 2/11
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Claudie Spiroff 2/15
Douglas Hamar 2/17
Jessica Lane 2/18
David Saunders 2/19
Lorraine Lassila 2/20
Steven Rivard 2/20
Chuck Kautto 2/21
Larry Hermanson 2/22
Kenneth Lassila 2/22
Paul Tormala 2/26
Anita Walikainen 2/2

Allen, DDiane
Archambeau, Elaine
Beck, Liisa
Bennett, Evelyn
Berg, Lois
Binroth, Jodie
Brinson, Dan & Judy
Cote, Gary
Cote, Paul
Cole, Sunny
Dehlin, Deb
Dorvinen, Stephy
Erickson, Dolly
Freeman, Bob & Rose
Giotto, Marcia
Haataja, Ruth
Hanley, Amanda
Imm, Nancy
Jacobson, Neeta
Kelner, Annika
Kirsch, Corey
Kohtala, Robert
Lassi, Bill (the family and
friends of)
Lassila, Lorraine
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Lassila, Patty
Leinonen, Joan
Lescelius, Lois
Lyttinen, Angie
Mackrain, John
Makela, Paul & Diane
Manderfield, Jimmy (Jr.)
Metzner, Nancy (Jalkanen)
Noetzel Roberta
Nordstrom, Mary Lee
Nordstrom, Trent
Pleshe, Rose Marie
Renken, Deb
Rossberg, Bertha
Saunders, David

Sauvola, Jason
Schmidt, Leigh
Seppala, Hal
Sohlden, Martha
Tormala-Lockwood, Doreen (the family
and friends of)
Valet, Maria
Vorhes, Pr. Peter
Walikainen, Dennis
Walitalo, Bruce
Wickstrom, Anjelica
Wilson, Shelly
Wisti, Mark & Amy

If you would like someone added to
the prayer list, or know of someone
who should be taken off, please
contact the office.

Geri Kaiponen
A Place Like Home
11274 Hill Rd
Goodrich MI 48438

Rose Freeman
Canal View
1100 W. Quincy St
Hancock, MI 49930

Patrice Juopperi
PO Box 194
South Range, MI 49963

Continued prayer for...
Military, Police officers &
First Responders, Medical
staff, and our
Government leaders

Patti Kananen
Mission Point
1400 Poplar St
Hancock, MI 49930
Elsie Lauluma
39853 N Lauluma Road
Chassell, MI 49916

Lorraine Lassila
1000 Bluff View Dr apt. 215
Houghton MI 49931

Bertha Rossberg
New Richmond Memory Care
1310 Circle Pine Dr. Apt. 6
New Richmond, WI 54017

all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light

Come to me,

Matthew 11:28-30

Funds raised at the bake sale on February 13th
will go towards Fortune Lake Camper Families

Blue Can Donations for the months of
February, March & April will go toward...

for the Month of February

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 6, 2022
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to
highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances
appointed to reveal God's glory. "Who will go for
us?" God asks. A person of unclean lips, a former
persecutor of the church of God, and three
fishermen who couldn't catch a thing. More
surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called.

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 13, 2022
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday
after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely
to whom the "blessed ares" and the "woe tos" are
directed and to find our place in the crowd among
those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ
stands among us in the mystery of the holy
supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront
ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us
and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory,
and before you angels and saints stand in awe.
Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the
world, and by your grace make us heralds of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm Reading: Psalm 138
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Gospel Reading: Luke 5:1-11

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Living God, in Christ you make all things new.
Transform the poverty of our nature by the
riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our
lives make known your glory, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

READINGS
First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm Reading: Psalm 1
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:17-26

BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever. Amen.

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 20, 2022

Transfiguration of our Lord
February 27, 2022

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt.
Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides
us into merciful lives with the power of
forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and
divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal
blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of
the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God's
glory revealed in Christ.

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus
reflect that glory in the world. It was true for
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James,
and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us
who see God's glory in the word and in the supper
and who are being "transformed into the same
image" by God's Spirit.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront
ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us
and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace,
that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where
there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond
our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of
Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of
your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we
may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

READINGS
First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm Reading: Psalm 37:1-11,39-40
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:27-38

READINGS
First Reading: Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm Reading: Psalm 99
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Gospel Reading: Luke 9:28-36[37-43a]

BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
42905 Willson Memorial Dr
Chassell MI 49916
Phone: (906)523-4315
Email: office.htlc@gmail.com
Website: www.holytrinitylutheranchurch.org

